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nor his passions are thoroughly under his control. Con-
sequently in sleep the different parts of the mechanism
are very apt to act almost entirely on their own account
without reference to him, and the stage of his spiritual
advancement is one of the factors to be taken into account
in considering the question of dreams.

Again, what the vibrations of the nerve-threads
present to the brain are mere impressions, and it is the
work of the ego, acting through the mind, to classify,
combine and rearrange them for the formation of our
conceptions of external objects. For example, when a
person looks out of the window, and sees a house and a
tree, and instantly recognises them for what they are,
the information really conveyed through his eyes and the
nerve-threads to the brain is that in a particular direction
there are certain varied patches of colour bounded by
more or less definite outlines. It is the mind which from
its past experience is able to decide that one particular
small white object is a house and another rounded green
one is a tree, and that they are both probably of such and
such a size, and at such and such a distance from him.
Thus mere vision is by no means sufficient for accurate
perception, and the discrimination of the ego acting
through the mind has to be brought to bear upon what
is seen ; furthermore, this discrimination is not an inherent
instinct of the mind, perfect from the first, but is the
result of the unconscious comparison of a number of
experiences.

3. CONDITION OF SLEEP

In deep sleep, the physical body of a man with
its etheric double and Prana lies quietly on the bed,